THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

Welcome from the English Department
Here are just a few
of the brilliant
English teachers
you will meet in
September! We
are very
passionate about
reading and hope
to share our love
of reading with
you during your
English lessons.

Read for pleasure….
At the heart of our mission is a drive to encourage
you to read for pleasure. We hope that your
summer holiday Fantasy Fiction Independent
Reading Project will give you the chance to read
some amazing texts and allow you to share your
love of reading with us too!

Year 7 English Curriculum
The topics you will study in Year 7
can be found in the table. During
your English lessons, you will have
plenty of opportunities to
showcase your existing crop of
skills, while also developing new
ones. We will do our absolute best
to help you make a smooth
transition into KS3 English.

What you’ll study in Year 7
Autumn
Spring
Summer

Narrative
Writing

Poetry

Modern Play

Novel Study

Shakespeare

Advertising

Independent Reading Project
The Year 6 Summer Holiday
Independent Reading Project is an
opportunity to enjoy reading
some great books and to learn
about things independently. This
is excellent experience in
preparation for the years ahead,
where you will be expected to
undertake more independent
reading

What do students have to do?
1. Over the summer holiday, your homework from Beal will be to read at
least one of the books on the list printed overleaf. If you have chosen a
series, we recommend you read several books – hopefully you will want
to! Please choose a book you have never read before, as this is a
challenge for you to experience new books!
2. Once you have read your chosen book/s, you will then need to create a
presentation about it. This could be in the form of a poster, a short
booklet or a PowerPoint presentation, with accompanying cue cards.
It is a very good idea to have a clear focus for your presentation. It will be
too ambitious to try to present information about everything in the book/s
you have read.

Independent Reading Project cont. ….
You could use any of the following
as a focus:
• A key theme. For example, other
worlds, animals who act like
people, time travel or magical
powers.
• A character or character type. For
example, characters who have
magical powers, heroes or villains.

In your presentation you could
include:
• Images/clips from film adaptations
of the book/s you have read.
• Key quotations.
• Spider diagrams that make links
between the texts (if you have read
more than one).
• Readings of your favourite sections
of the texts.

What books are on the reading list?
• All of the books on the reading list belong to the genre of fantasy fiction. A list of recommended texts can
be found overleaf.
• Before you choose and start reading one of the books, you may want to conduct some research on it, as
well as the fantasy genre.
You could use the following questions to get started:

•
•
•
•

What is fantasy fiction?
When did the genre emerge?
Who are the most important authors within this genre? What are the most important novels/texts?
Can you find any pictures of the era in which your particular genre or theme emerged to help you
understand the text that you are about to read better?

• DEADLINE: To be submitted to your English teacher in your first lesson bealenglish@bealhighschool.co.uk

Reading List

How to access reading material/books
• Ask siblings and family members if they have any books recommended to you.
• You can purchase books at many retail bookstores such as Foyles, Waterstones and WHSmith.
• You can purchase or download books online for a charge: www.amazon.co.uk / www.foyles.co.uk / www.waterstones.co.uk .
• Free audiobooks: www.librivox.org / https://stories.audible.com/start-listen .
• Project Gutenberg offers 56,000 free books to download: www.Gutenberg.org .
• Links to free downloadable books: https://books.google.co.uk / www.manybooks.net .
• Reviews of books: www.goodreads.com .

•

Good luck, stay safe and happy reading and
writing !
The English Department

